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The people who came to the New World were the heirs of all the past. They 

brought with them many of the customs and ways of doing things they had known in 

their Old World homes. To that new land they carried the precious heritage of 

freedom and justice which their ancestors had struggled for centuries to achieve. And 

in that new land was to be written a wonderful new chapter in the story of man’s 

effort to make the world a better and happier place to live in. Out of the society which 

the people of Europe created in the New World developed the United States and the 

other American nations – nations of free people.
33

  

 

According to the book, who built the United States and other nations in the Americas? 

What do the authors imply about Native Americans? African Americans? Asian 

Americans? 

 

 

 READING 14  

 

Schools for Girls 
 

German girls attended school until the age of fourteen. Although they went to school 

Monday through Saturday, they had no textbooks and no homework. Their education was 

minimal except in matters relating to childbirth. After a visit to a girls’ school, Gregor 

Ziemer wrote:  

 

According to the teacher there was no such thing as a problem of morals in 

Hitler’s Germany. The Fuehrer wanted every woman, every girl to bear children – 

soldiers. She herself was willing to have a child, even though she was not married. 

The State would rear and educate it.  

“All of us women can now enjoy the rich emotional and spiritual experiences of 

having a baby by a healthy young man without the restricting ties of the old-fashioned 

institutions of marriage,” were her words.  

Hitler and his school authorities urge BDM girls to have babies. But they do not 

permit the girls to be educated in the same schools with boys. Girls do not require the 

same sort of education that is essential for boys. The schools for boys teach military 

science, military geography, military ideology, Hitler worship; those for the girls 

prepare the proper mental set in the future mates of Hitler’s soldiers.  

One of Minister Rust’s officials, a Herr Geheimrat Becker, discussed the problem 

of co-education with me. He knew something about American schools. It was his 

contention that the system of trying to put women on the same plane with men, even 

in matters of the mind, was a waste of time. He admitted there were women who 

could think as well as men – in their field. But the German schools had one aim: 

every  
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course, every class had to contribute in some way to Hitler’s ideology. He pointed out 

that the boys who learned about chemistry of war... should not be bothered with the 

presence of girls in their classes. Girls had a definite purpose. In moments of 

recreation boys needed girls...   

Every girl, he said, must learn the duties of a mother before she is sixteen, so she 

can have children. Why should girls bother with higher mathematics, or art, or drama, 

or literature? They could have babies without that sort of knowledge...  

Becker reminded me that Hitler devotes thirty pages of Mein Kampf to the 

education of boys. Besides, he mentions the subject frequently. Seven lines he grants 

to the girls. And that just about indicated the relative importance of the two, Becker 

said.
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CONNECTIONS 

 

What were girls supposed to learn? Why? How did their education differ from the 

education boys received? Why did it differ? What are the legacies of this type of 

thinking?  

 

Many people in the early 1900s believed that gender determines what one can and cannot 

do. What roles were women expected to play in Nazi Germany? In the Weimar Republic? 

In the United States in the 1920s and 1930s? What roles do they play today? What 

similarities do you notice? What differences seem most striking? How were beliefs that 

gender determines behavior and aptitude similar to beliefs concerning “race” and 

religion?  

 

What do you think would happen to a girl who demanded more than a minimal 

education? How would her situation be similar to that of Harrison Bergeron (Chapter 2, 

Reading 1)? How would it differ?  

 

 

READING 15 

 

A Lesson in Current Events 
 

Gregor Ziemer visited a geography class in one school. He wrote of that class:  

 

The teacher was talking about Germany’s deserved place in world affairs. He 

ascribed her recent swift rise to the Fuehrer’s doctrine of race purity. Not every 

country could boast of a pure race. Czechoslovakia, for instance, was nothing but a 

few remnants of a race formerly under German rule, mixed with Slavs, Jews, and 

Galicians. The Poles were no race. But there were other countries that were fast going 

downhill because of racial sins. He asked his boys to name some.  


